
 

 

FABRICE CHOURAQUI 
Mr. Fabrice Chouraqui (date of birth: August 1, 

1970, French national, U.S. citizen) is a global 

pharmaceutical executive with a record of value 

creation at Flagship Pioneering, Novartis and 

Bristol-Myers Squibb. A purpose-driven leader with 

a passion for bringing innovative treatments to 

patients, Mr. Chouraqui has a reputation for 

building strong followership in organizations. He is 

scientifically minded, with a deep understanding 

across the business spectrum, from research and 

development to access and commercialization, 

including strong expertise in investor management 

and business development. 

Across his career, Mr. Chouraqui has led the launch 

of treatments in many therapeutic areas, including 

highly targeted specialty care drugs and large 

primary care medicines. He consistently demonstrates strategic and innovative thinking to achieve 

long-lasting results and has a strong record of developing next generation talents and highly diverse 

teams. 

Until recently, Mr. Chouraqui was a CEO-Partner at Flagship Pioneering, one of the largest Biotech 

Venture Capital firms in the US. Mr. Chouraqui also served as CEO of Cellarity, Inc., one of the 

companies created by Flagship Pioneering. In his CEO capacity, Mr. Chouraqui was leading the 

development of Cellarity, a company which is driving a radically new approach to drug discovery by 

working at the intersection of AI and biology. Mr. Chouraqui raised over $250M and attracted 

world-renowned investors. He initiated a collaboration with Novo Nordisk and had Cellarity 

recognized as a top biotech to watch by several sources. Today, Mr. Chouraqui holds the position 

of Executive Chairman at Cellarity. 

Prior to joining Flagship Pioneering, Mr. Chouraqui spent 10 years at Novartis. He was President of 

Novartis Pharmaceuticals USA from 2016 to 2019, during which he delivered strong growth despite 

negative price impact and significantly improved profitability. Promoted to turn around 

performance after the business suffered issues with recent launches, Mr. Chouraqui developed 

sophisticated commercial and access capabilities to meet the new market environment. He 

achieved strong market positions for two significant growth drivers (Cosentyx and Entresto), drove 

the uptake of the rare disease drug Ilaris, initiated the landmark PIONEER clinical trial in heart 

failure, and championed several business development initiatives. Mr. Chouraqui moved the 

organization’s culture from “consensus building, conservative and siloed” to “questioning, 

experimenting and collaborative.” He also served as Novartis representative on the board of BIO. 

Before leading the US organization, Mr. Chouraqui was President, Latin America & Canada (2014-

2016) for Novartis Pharmaceuticals, responsible for leading a portfolio shift from established 



 

 

primary care medicines to innovative specialty care drugs. He also served as Global Head, Business 

Franchise Neuroscience (2012-2014). In this role, he relaunched Gilenya (Multiple Sclerosis) 

following a post-launch regulatory review and made Gilenya the largest growth contributor in the 

Novartis five-year strategic plan. Mr. Chouraqui also addressed late-stage pipeline gaps with the 

start of the siponimod program in Secondary Progressive Multiple Sclerosis (approved in 2019) and 

the identification of business development opportunities, which led to the in-licensing of 

ofatumumab in MS from GSK (launched as Kesimpta) and a partnership with Amgen on erenumab 

for migraine (launched as Aymovig). 

From 2000 to 2010, Mr. Chouraqui held multiple international roles at Bristol-Myers Squibb, 

ultimately serving as Vice President, Commercial Operations, Asia-Pacific and General Manager, 

Southeast Asia (2008-2010). He began his career in R&D roles at Roussel Uclaf and Hoechst Marion 

Roussel, pharmaceutical companies that were predecessors to today’s Sanofi.  

Mr. Chouraqui earned a MBA from INSEAD and a Doctorate in Pharmacy, a Post-Graduate Degree 

in Quality Assurance of Medicines, and a MSc in Biological and Medicinal Sciences from University 

of Paris V. 

Mr. Chouraqui shall have stepped down as Executive Chairman of Cellarity, Inc., a non-listed 

company, no later than upon his appointment as the new Executive Director and Chief Executive 

Officer of Pharming. Thereafter, Mr. Chouraqui intends to serve as a non-executive Board member 

of Cellarity. 

Mr. Chouraqui also holds the position of independent Board member of OranoMed, a non-listed 

(and therefore private) subsidiary of Orano Group. OranoMed is a company specialized in the 

research and development of Pb-212 based radioligand alpha therapies for the treatment of various 

types of cancers. 

 


